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   Focus on Learning Center, Inc. 
 

Solution Guide to ACT Test 72C PRE  (9-15) 

 

ENGLISH 
 
Passage I – “The Triangular Snowflake” 
 
 1. A Punctuation   The comma following “droplets,” signals an “add-on.” 

Students should read entire sentence and circle the comma after “freeze.”    
Add-on is “following a specific process of chemical bonding as they 
freeze.”  

 
 2. J Grammar/rhetoric.  Transition word, see Workbook, p. 64. 
 
3. D Grammar. Need pronoun “they” (snowflakes) modified by verb  
  “form.”  
 
4. H Grammar/rhetoric. Introductory clause (phrase) “By re-creating  

snowflake formation,” must be followed by the subject of the sentence 
that follows.   Who recreated the snowflake formation?   Scientists. 

 
 5. B Comma rule #3 – sentence followed by comma and phrase.  Point out 
  that the remaining choice require periods.  
 
 6. J Grammar, subject (“molecules”) verb (“bump”) agreement. 
 
 7. B  Rhetorical.  The underlined portion explains something specific  

(“detail”) that is   omitted in the process.  It is not an “explanation” (A), “a 
visual description (C), or an “explanation.”   
 

 8. J Grammar, subject (“process”) verb (“form”) agreement.  Cross of  
  prepositional phrase “of chemical bonding.” 
 
 9.   C Punctuation, Colon.  Sentence followed by a point of emphasis. 
 
10. J Grammar and punctuation.  The greater what?  “pressure from the  
                           wind” does not need to be followed by a comma:  Not a list, FANBOY, 
  phrase, or add-on. 
 
11. B  Grammar, comparison of degree between “edge” and “rest of  
                           snowflake.”  (quick, more quick, most quickly) 
 
12. G Punctuation, Comma Rule #3, introductory phrase (clause) followed 
  by comma and sentence.  
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13. A Rhetorical. Sentence follow introductory phrase (clause) explaining 

 what happens when “impurities interfere.”  B, C, and D don’t relate. 
 
14. H Rhetorical.  Focus on “this growth,” which leads to the end of the  

sentence (C) in paragraph 2 that begins, “As a result, the flake grows 
outward….” 

   
15. D Rhetorical. Underline key words of hypothetical question: “example of  
  a discovery that changed the way scientists viewed the basic laws 
                            of chemistry.”  In a passage about snowflakes?  Hardly.   D is the 
  only answer that mentions the “triangular snowflakes” and how 
  they relate to the “basic laws of chemistry.” 
 
Passage II -  “Climbing Mt. Fuji” 
 
16. H Punctuation, Comma Rule III, Phrase (clause) followed by sentence.   
  “We” is the subject of the sentence. 
 
17. B Grammar, verb tense, past  
 
18. J Rhetorical, shortest answer 
 
19 C Grammar, something is piled high “with” 
 
20. H Punctuation, Comma Rule III, Sentence followed by phrase (clause) 
 
21. A  No Change.  Grammar  
 
22. F No Change.  Comma Rule III, Sentence “As we neared the summit, the  
  whole group of hikers…condensed, forming  an illuminated line along 
  the trail. 
 
23. B Underline “slowness of pace” and that “group…did not set their own  
  pace.”  Only B mentions rate and their constraint in only being able 
  to move a “few steps at a time.” 
 
24. H Punctuation, Comma Rule III, introductory phrase (clause) followed 
  by a sentence.  The subject of the sentence is “we.”  
 
25. C Punctuation, possessive.  “Cliffs’ “ cannot be changed into a  
                            prepositional phrase using OF, so it is not a possessive.   
  “The edge OF a crater,” however, can.    The correct answer 
  thus has “crater’s edge” as the correct response. 
 
26. F Rhetorical, If the preceding sentence (before the box) is deleted, it  
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  loses a description of what the hikers did while waiting for the sun 
  to rise.   F is the closest paraphrase. 
 
27. D Rhetorical,  “Finally” signals that, after much waiting, the sun arose.  
 
28 G Rhetorical. The key words of the question are “dramatically  

emphasizes” and  “ruggedness of the landscape.”  “Smothered” and 
“squelched out” mean the same thing and can be eliminated.  “Went over” 
is too bland. 
 

 29. A Rhetorical. This sentence describes the final preparation and the start 
 of the climb. It fits in A in Paragraph I, and the next sentence continues 
with “As we hiked….” 

 
30. F. Rhetorical. Did this passage “describe the experience of doing  

something difficult?”  Clearly, it did.  The correct answer is a summary of 
the passage.    

 
Passage III – “The Pottery of Mata Ortiz” 
 
31. B Comma question, no punctuation.  Not a LIST, FANBOY, PHRASE, OR 

 ADD-ON. 
 
32. H A NOT punctuation question.  T/F or Odd-man out.  This is easy if  
  students remember that there is never punctuation before the 
  parenthesis.  The remaining three true answers apply the second 

group of 3  punctuation:  commas, dashes, and parentheses.  All are 
correct. 
 

33. B Punctuation, no punctuation. 
 
34. H Grammar. Students must read the second sentence, “He dug the  
  clay….” Only H mentions his work with clay. 
 
35. A No Change #1.  Grammar. Needs past tense verb. 
 
36. F No Change #2.  Rhetoric. The phrase “who at first thought they were  
  prehistoric” references aging.  Only F relates to an ancient time. 
 
37. A No Change  #3.  Grammar. Past tense of “lead” is “led.”   
 
38. F No Change Rhetoric #4   

(NOTE:  four No Change answers in a row!  This is the 
  most I’ve ever seen on any test, and it’s sure to send students back 
  to see where they have mad a mistake.  Point this pattern out and 
  remind students to never assume they can guess the pattern of  
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  questions the ACT presents.)   
 
  The key words are “not formed right away,” which is  “an eventual  
  Partnership” 
 
39. C  Rhetorical. Shortest answer for phrase following a complete sentence. 
 
40. J Rhetorical. Shortest answer. 
 
41. C Rhetorical. Most specific answer. 
 
42. G Grammar. All OF whom.  Whom always used following preposition “of.” 
 
43. D Grammar. “Each artist” is singular, requiring the pronouns “his” or “her.”  
 
44. J Rhetorical. “Each artist brought something unique,” which logically follow 
  sentence 2 and leads into sentence 3. 
 
45. C Rhetorical. The key words ask whether the passage “summarizes the  
  history of pottery making.”  It clearly does not have that broad a focus, 
  and answer C gives the main idea of the passage. 
 
Passage IV – “Beaux Arts Architecture in the Spotlight” 
 
46. J Grammar.  “Its” relates to theater, which is singular.  Read as “it is” and  
  the answer becomes clear. 
 
47. D Punctuation and grammar.  No punctuation and plural verb “fill” 
  for subject “Tourists and New Yorkers.”  
 
48. H  G/R.  Transitional word that shows limitation. (Workbook, p. 64) 
 
49.        B Grammar, Adverb of place; the pronouns “they” would be the subject of a  
  new sentence.   
 
50. F No Change.  Punctuation, where semicolon separates two complete 

 sentences.   
 
51. D  Rhetorical. Note key words in correct answer:  it deviates from the  
  paragraph’s focus…. 
 
52. J DELETE.  Read with “gray” omitted.  It is redundant because the 
  previous sentence has already noted that the building is grey. 
 
53. A Punctuation, Comma Rule #3, a sentence followed by a phrase. 
 



 5 

54. F  Rhetorical No Change.  “Elegant” is an adjective modifying “chandeliers,”   
  and “chandeliers” requires the plural verb “illuminate. 
 
55. B The key words are “positive tone” and “mimics…the elaborate style of 
  the décor.”   “Embellished” is positive and “myriad gold accents”  
  describes the décor.   Rhetorical. 
 
56. G The passage would lose what “details”?  Note that answers F, H, and J  
  do not provide any details, nor do they relate to the interior of the  
  theater, where the chairs are.  Rhetorical. 
 
57.       C Underline the conditions of the separation—outdoor vs indoor.   
  “The ornate interior” clearly defines the transition. Rhetorical 
 
58. F No Change.  Rhetorical. 
 
59. D Shortest answer.  Rhetorical. 
 
60. G “How” is the key word in the questions.  Does the passage explain  
  “how” a building “illustrates a particular architectural style.”   The 
  building is the Beaux Arts, and the passage describes its features. 
  Rhetorical. 
 
Passage V – “Mother Jones:  True to the Spirit of Her Cause” 
 
61. C Rhetorical. The correct word for things that are not accurate is   
  “inaccuracies.”  The adjective modifying it is “factual.” 
 
62. G Punctuation.  Two sentences separated by a colon.   
 
63. D Grammar.  Get rid of add-on and identify the subject of the sentence 
  “slips,” which requires the plural verb “matter.”   
 
64. F Punctuation.  Eliminate G and H because they have the same function. 
  J does not work because without the “for” the words form a fragment, 
  not a sentence.  
 
65. C Transition word “rather” takes reader from the previous sentence 
  “isn’t about the life of Mary Harris Jones” to “Rather, it’s the story  
  of….”  Grammar/rhetorical.  
 
66. C Possession.   The advocate OF the movement translated to “the   
  movement’s …advocate. “   Encourage students to get rid of excess 
  words.  Puctuation. 
 
67. D Punctuation.    No punctuation.   Not a LIST, FANBOYS, PHRASE, ADD-ON 
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68. G Does the suggested added sentence logically fit into the text?  “Her 
  audience came to expect Mother Jones.”   The added sentence 
  describes how she met these expectations.  Rhetorical/  
 
69. D Punctuation.  Two sentences separated by a semicolon. 
 
70. J The sentence, if deleted, would lose the reinforcement it gives the  

previous sentence that ends with “…Jones subversively redefined the 
boundaries of home and family.”  Rhetorical. 

 
71. A  Rhetorical. The addition of “family of ‘workers’” reinforces the idea  
  that Jones is the “matriarch”  (or head) of the family.   
 
72. F No Change.  All remaining choices use end of sentence punctuation 
  incorrectly.   Punctuation. 
 
73. B Rhetorical.  “Because of” shows the cause and effect relationship 
  established in the sentence. 
 
74. H  Grammar.  Needs pronoun “their” to stand for workers. 
 
75. D The key words are “summarize women’s contributions to…labor law 
  reform.”  The passage focuses on Mother Jones, which leads to the 
  correct answer.  Rhetorical.   
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                                  Solution Guide to ACT Test 72C PRE  (9-15) 

 

       READING 
 
 
Passage I – Prose Fiction 
 
 The excerpt is form a novel. Note the definition of Art Deco.   
 

1. The question asks for a main idea that characterizes the narrator.  Key words 
are “the passage as a whole.”  

  A.  Presents the main idea of the passage.  It is the broadest answer.  
  B.   Specific 
  C.    Specific 
  D.    Specific 
 

2. The key words ask how the great photographers inspired the narrator. 
 F.     Negative response to positive question. `  

  G.     Great photographers photographed panorama, but that did        
                        not impress the narrator (64-65  
  H.      Not relevant.  
   J.      Narrator prefers photographing every day life, (70+)  

 
3. Line reference question.  Correct answer a paraphrase of the text Only C 

references his birth and his rejection of the idea that Bombay was  readying 
itself for the narrator’s birth.  

 
       4.         Literary terms are being introduced with increasing frequency.  
  Bombay is described as the narrator’s rival, so is represents a 
  Personification, H   
 
       5.          The key word in the question is “how” the narrator’s parents balanced         
        their lives.   Only B is worded as a balanced approach to caring for the  
                     narrator.  
 
       6.           Contextual cue question for “sweep.”  Only J makes sense in the context 
         of “the glittering Art Deco sweep of Marine Drive.”   
 
      7.         Another main idea (“prime function”) question.  The text sentence  
         established contrasts.  It “compares” Bombay landmarks with those in 
         other parts of the world.  A 
 
      8.        How did the narrator feel about his parents leaving him?  Joy?  Fear? 
        Jealousy? Or Respect?  Lines 32-33 establish he was “insanely jealous 
        of the city.”  H 
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     9.       B Contextual cues question for “drew up.”  They prepared the weekly list. 
 
  10.           Why does the narrator’s father show him the photos?  The verbs for the 
      answer choices include  F. “teach,”  G. “convince the narrator, H  “clarify his 
      claim,”   J  and “illustrate” his position.    The answer is found in the last 
     paragraph, where the answer is a paraphrase of lines 81-83. J   
 
Passage II – Social Science 
 
The title reveals that the passage is about the Atlantic Ocean, and the short sentence 
blurb gives the position of the Sargasso Sea. 
 
 11. Is the author’s attitude positive or negative?  Clearly, it’s positive, thus 
 eliminating B and D.   Does one feel “amusement” when describing sea travel?   
             A describes his attitude toward the sea. 
 
12. The names “Middle Ground,” “Telegraph Plateau,” and “Dolphin Rise” were 
 really for….  Answers F, G, and H suggest they are all different names for 

a single landmark.  These answer choices are wrong.  In line 35 the “but” signals 
that the original assumption of one place is incorrect and line 49 in the text 
identifies it as “an immense submerged mountain range.”  J 

 
13. The questions ask for the primary reason for the describing the “stillness” of the   

Sargasso Sea.   Answers A, B, and D are very superficial.  Only C provides a major 
reason—the “dramatic contrast to the power” of the sea, both on the surface and 
below. 

 
14. The question asks how the underwater canyon contrasts with the Grand 
 Canyon.  Line 67 says it has “greater length.”  J 
 
15. A main idea  (“purpose”) question that requires the broadest answer. A, C, and D 

can be quickly eliminated: there is no “detail” of expectations (A), statistics (C) or 
names of volcanic hills (D).  All are facts, not a generalization. The text 
describes the rift valley as a “bleak, forbidding place.”  Answer B is a paraphrase 
of that description. 

 
16. A main idea (“purpose”) question.  F and G are stated as facts so can be 

eliminated.  J uses exact words from the text, “the newest, youngest pieces,” but 
the text does not reference volcanoes.  H paraphrases lines 79-8 
 

17. This inferential question can be answered through reasoning.  Where DO most 
people assume the deepest water in the ocean can be found?  Clearly, B, the 
middle would be the most common assumption. 
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18. A contextual cue question for interpreting “paid out.”   J, “compensated,” can be 
eliminated right away G and H do not fit the context while   F doe 

 
19. This comparative question asks what formation on earth is about the same 

size as the mountain range in the Atlantic basin.  The subterranean mountain 
range   is predictably larger than Mt. St. Helens (A) or the Himalayas (B).  Lines 
51-52 state it is covers almost as much of the earth’s surface as “the dry land of 
the continents” (D).  This is an exception to the rules that exact words found in 
the text are suspect when they appear in the question. 

 
20. The question asks what the white cover on the peaks of the mountains in the 
 Atlantic basin is made of.  Answers G and H do not make sense.  Neither does 
 J.  Skeletal remains are found in many forms under the ocean, and the correct 
 answer F  is found in lines 57-58. 
 
Passage III – Humanities 
 
 This passage is the first double-passage that has appeared on an ACT test. 
Students had never seen one before, and the passage caused some confusion.  The 
double-passage format has appeared on every subsequent test, however.   Of the 
released tests, the double-passage has appeared in the Humanities section twice and 
the Social Science section once.   
 The double passage presents students Passage A and Passage B.  Both sections 
are followed by questions relating specifically to each passage, and the final three 
questions ask comparative questions about both.   
 Students who are slow readers should either skip the double-passage or, if they 
have just a few minutes at the end of the exam, work one of the two short passages that 
predictably include several line reference questions.  
 
In this test, Passage A presents a first person essay by Ray Bradbury that describes how 
he generates ideas for writing and Passage B applies his approach to his novel. 
 
Passage A 
 
21. Asks for an interpretation of a line from the text that discusses how he   
 accidentally found the word association strategy that fueled his writing.   
 Answer A is a paraphrase of the discovery. 
 
22. The question asks what Bradbury believes all beginning writers believe about 

the writing process.  They mistakenly believe that they can force an idea 
 into “creation”  (G).  This is a paraphrase of the text, line 4, that beginning 

writers think they can “thrash and idea into existence.” 
 
23. The question quotes Bradbury’s description of how he would “take arms” 

against a word he is using to generate ideas.  A is not relevant to this 
 question; B does not show the active process of writing that Bradbury is 



 10 

 referencing;, C uses “only” so can be eliminated.  D is a loose paraphrase of “take 
arms” as he is “struggling to find a word’s significance.”  

 
24. Asks for an interpretation of what is described in lines 30-37.  Bradbury is 

visiting his grandparents’ property, looking for some kind of memento of 
remembrance.   F and G don’t mention his grandparents; H is out because he is 
not driving past the land.  J   is a paraphrase of his his search on his 
grandparents’ land. 

 
25. The question asks about the meaning of Bradbury’s explanation of what he did 

when writing about his old friend John Huff.  He did not mention including John 
in “stories about a town in Arizona” (B) or using him as a “minor character” in 
his stories (D).  Nor did he “place him” anywhere concrete.  Rather, he used his 
artistic freedom to “move” John to another town (not identified) that differed 
from the one he had grown up in (C). 

 
Passage B 
 
26. The question asks how the narrator describes John Huff in lines 52-63.  A quick 

glance at the paragraph shows he is exaggerating John’s characteristics as he 
describes him as one who can ”leap from the sky” and 

 “live underwater for two minutes”  G. 
 
27. This is an interpretive question of a scene that describes a sudden cloud crossing 

the sky on a day that started “fine.”  The cloud “did not move again.”  The only 
answer that “functions figuratively” is C, which states that “the mood of the day 
changed dramatically and irreversibly once John shared the news.” The answer 
is a loose paraphrase of the text. 

 
Passage A and B 
 
28. Asks for how the two passages share the use of some literary device.  F is wrong 

because the second passage is not a first person narration; G is wrong because 
there is no satire or irony in the character development; and H is wrong because 
no allegory or “complex philosophical question” is presented.  However, both 
passages use “sensory details” and “imaginative description” (J) 

 
29. This question asks how Bradbury applied the writing process described in 

Passage A to his narrative in Passage B.  What “hypothetical” shows how 
Bradbury started to write the story?  Knowing that he used word associations to 
fuel his writing, only answer C  fits: “writing down words “train” and “ticket” and 
spending an hour writing whatever those words brought to his mind.  He does 
not “take notes” (A), form two characters (B), or “outline a plot” (D). 
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30. Asks for an interpretation of how a statement applies to both Passage A and B.  
Only G describes how Bradbury used his life experiences but altered them for his 
stories.  

 
Passage IV – Natural Science 
 
This passage is adapted fro an article, but the title “The Jaws that Jump” is not helpful.  
Students have to read the first sentence to find out the jaws belong to ants. 
 
31. This primary purpose (main idea) question requires a broad answer.  Quickly 

look at key words in each answer:  (A)  “overview,”  (B) “analyze,”  (C) 
“compare,” and (D) “describe.”   “Overview” leads to the broadest and most 
comprehensive response, A.    

 
32. The key words in the text are “head over heels.”  That is not  “sarcasm”  (F), 

“combative” (H) or a “personal anecdote.”  Student question the correct 
 answer, “lighthearted tone,” but G  is the only answer left. 
 
33. This contextual cue question uses  “well-defended prey.”  Answers C and D do 

not describe a defense and can be eliminated.  B references the ant, not the prey, 
leaving A, “hard outer shell, “ as the correct response.   

 
34. The question asks for the source of the speed of the ant’s jaws.  “Ease of 

movement” (F) and “light weight” of the jaw are not a “source.”   Neither is 
“steady firing” (G), leaving “release of energy stored by the muscles of the jaw” (J).   

 
35. The question asks for an “analogy of trying to catch popcorn as it pops.”   Only D 

is analogous as the trap ants “bounce around frantically.” 
 
36. A rare question where the wording of the correct answer and the text are the 

same:  “an accidental behavior” (line 85).   Evaluate why the remaining answer 
choices to do not make sense for a question that asks about the evolutionary 
nature of the trap-jaw ants’ escape. 

 
37. The contextual cue question for “domain” clearly does not mean  “living space” 

(A) or “local jurisdiction” (D).  In context, “area of expertise” (B) fits 
 into the text describing the work of the two biochemists.   
 
38. The key words in the question are “characteristics of trap jaw-ants’ mandible” 

and how they keep the ant rom hurting themselves when they use their powerful 
bite.  The “hinge” (F), and “cushioned edges,” (G) and “latch mechanism” (H) 
make no sense.  Answer J that describes the mandibles starting to decelerate to 
avoid self-harm does.   The correct answer is a paraphrase of the text.  Lines 49-
50 say “…mandibles started to decelerate before they meet—possibly to avoid 
self-inflicted damage.”  
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39. The question asks for a “benefit” of the trap-jaw ant’s “escape jump” that 
 allows them to ….   The correct answer does not allow them to “confuse” a 

predator (B), “signal” to other ants (C), or “point itself” (D) anywhere.  It does 
allow it to launch another attack  (A). 

 
40. This is another common sense response.  If the ant and an intruder are fighting, 

both will be affected and either “propelled out of the nest” or sent in “another 
direction.” H   
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